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Abstract :-  

The relationship between human beings and nature has become an important area of literary 

study due to the growing environmental problems faced across the world. In the twenty-first 

century, ecocriticism has emerged as a significant critical approach that examines the 

representation of nature in literature and explores the relationship between literature and the 

environment. It also raises awareness for environmental issues such as climate change, global 

warming, and ecological degradation caused by human activities. 

This paper argues that literature has an important role in developing environmental awareness by 

presenting the complex relationship between humans and the natural world. Contemporary 

writers increasingly show ecological concerns; Indian literature has also helped in contributions 

to environmental discourses. 

This study focuses on Amitav Ghosh's “The Hungry Tide” (2004), which is set in the 

Sundarbans, a vast and biodiverse region of tidal mangrove forests in the Ganga Delta at the Bay 

of Bengal. Known for its rich ecological diversity, natural beauty, and vulnerability to 

environmental changes, the Sundarbans provides an ideal setting for exploring ecological 

relationships. 

In The Hungry Tide, the Sundarbans is presented as more than a geographical location. It 

functions as a living ecosystem where humans, rivers, forests, tides, animals, and other forms of 

life are deeply interconnected. Through its portrayal of nature, local communities, environmental 

conflicts, and climate-related challenges, the novel highlights the balance between human 

survival and ecological nature. 

By reading The Hungry Tide through the prospective of ecocriticism, this paper examines how 

Amitav Ghosh represents the interconnected of human and non-human life and emphasizes the 
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need for ecological responsibility. The study demonstrates how literature can contribute to a 

deeper understanding of environmental issues and encourage a better relationship between 

humans and nature. 

Introduction  

In recent back years, environmental problems such as climate change, biodiversity loss, 

deforestation, pollution, and ecological degradation have become major global concerns. 

Although ecological conservation was not concern before the widespread of attention until the 

late twentieth century, increasing environmental crises led to the growth of environmental 

movements and greater awareness of the need to protect the natural world. These concerns have 

also influenced literature, encouraging writers to explore the relationship between human beings 

and the environment. 

One of the most important literary approaches for studying environmental concerns is 

“ecocriticism”, which examines the relationship between literature and the natural world. It 

explores how nature is represented in literary texts, how human actions affect ecosystems, and 

how literature promotes environmental awareness.  

Among contemporary Indian English writers, Amitav Ghosh has made a significant contribution 

to environmental literature. His novels frequently explore the interconnected themes of history, 

culture, migration, ecology, and climate change. Through his fiction, Ghosh demonstrates that 

nature is not merely a background for human action but an active force that shapes human life. 

‘The Hungry Tide’ (2004) is one of his most celebrated ecological novels and is widely regarded 

as an important text in Indian environmental literature. 

‘The Hungry Tide’ is set in the Sundarbans, the lower region of the Ganges Delta, extending 

from the Hooghly River estuary in West Bengal, India, to the banks of the Meghna River in 

Bangladesh. The Sundarbans, the world's largest mangrove forest, is renowned for its 

extraordinary biodiversity, complex network of rivers and tidal waterways, Royal Bengal tigers, 

endangered Irrawaddy dolphins, and fragile ecosystem. More than a geographical setting, the 

Sundarbans functions as a living ecological space where humans, animals, forests, rivers, and 

tides continuously interact, shaping one another's existence. 

The novel shows the problem through the experiences of several characters, including Piya Roy, 

Kanai Dutt, Fokir, Nilima, Nirmal, Kusum, Moyna, and Horen, while a narrator connects the 

different narrative strands. Piya Roy, an Indian-American marine biologist, travels to the 

Sundarbans to study the endangered Irrawaddy dolphins. During her research, she meets Fokir, 

an illiterate yet highly skilled local fisherman who becomes her guide and helps her understand 

the rhythms of the tidal landscape. Kanai Dutt, a multilingual translator, arrives in the 

Sundarbans to explore his family's past through the diary of his deceased uncle, Nirmal. Through 

these interconnected lives, the novel explores identity, memory, displacement, survival, 
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environmental conflict, and the complex relationship between human beings and the natural 

world. 

 

‘The Hungry Tide’ presents the environment as an active and influential presence. The tides, 

rivers, forests, wildlife, and changing landscape shape the lives and destinies of both humans and 

beyond human beings. The novel illustrates that human survival depends upon coexistence with 

nature rather than dominating over it.  

 

Although ‘The Hungry Tide’ has been studied from historical, political, cultural, and postcolonial 

perspectives, comparatively fewer studies have focused on the novel through the concept of 

"beyond the human”, which recognizes the agency and importance of non-human life within 

ecological systems. This perspective highlights the interconnected existence of humans, animals, 

forests, rivers, and the natural environment as equal participants in the ecological balance of the 

Sundarbans. 

Therefore, this paper examines ‘The Hungry Tide’ through the lens of ecocriticism to explore 

how Amitav Ghosh represents the ecology of the Sundarbans beyond a human-centered 

perspective. It argues that the novel challenges the belief in the human superiority by presenting 

nature as a dynamic and living force. 

Literature Review 

Amitav Ghosh's ‘The Hungry Tide’ has received considerable scholarly attention in the fields of 

ecocriticism, environmental humanities, and cultural studies. Scholars have examined the novel 

for its representation of ecological concerns, environmental justice, and the complex relationship 

between humans and the natural world. 

One of the important works in ecocriticism is ‘The Ecocriticism Reader’ (1996), edited by 

Cheryll Glotfelty and Harold Fromm. Glotfelty defines ecocriticism as the study of the 

relationship between literature and the physical environment. This work established ecocriticism 

as an important literary approach and encouraged scholars to analyze literary texts from an 

ecological perspective. 

Lawrence Buell further developed ecocritical theory through ‘The Environmental Imagination’ 

(1995) and ‘The Future of Environmental Criticism’ (2005). Buell argues that nature should not 

be viewed merely as a background for human action but as an active presence that influences 

human life. His concept of environmental criticism provides an important theoretical framework 

for understanding ‘The Hungry Tide’, where the Sundarbans functions as a living ecological 

system rather than a passive setting. 
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Lorraine Anderson, Scott Slovic, and John P. O'Grady, in ‘Literature and the Environment: A 

Reader on Nature and Culture’ (2012), emphasize that literature plays a significant role in 

shaping environmental awareness and encouraging societies to respond to ecological challenges. 

Their work highlights the importance of literary texts in promoting sustainability and 

environmental responsibility. 

 

Amitav Ghosh himself extends these concerns in ‘The Great Derangement: Climate Change and 

the Unthinkable’ (2016), where he argues that literature must engage more seriously with climate 

change and the ecological crises of the modern world. His critical reflections strengthen the 

ecological concerns already expressed in ‘The Hungry Tide’. 

Several scholars have analyzed ‘The Hungry Tide’ from ecological, historical, and postcolonial 

perspectives. Their studies examine the ecological richness of the Sundarbans, the coexistence of 

humans and wildlife, indigenous ecological knowledge, and the conflict between environmental 

conservation and human survival. Researchers have also explored the contrasting perspectives of 

Piya, who represents scientific knowledge, and Fokir, whose understanding of nature is rooted in 

lived experience, shows the importance of scientific and local knowledge in environmental 

conservation. Other studies discuss the Morichjhapi  as an example of the tensions between state 

policies, environmental protection, and social justice. 

Although existing scholarship has made significant contributions to understanding the novel's 

environmental and socio-political dimensions, comparatively few studies examine ‘The Hungry 

Tide’ through the perspective of “"beyond the human."” Most research continues to focus on 

history, postcolonial politics, or environmental conflict rather than on the point of beyond the 

human life and ecological relationship.  

Beyond the human this research offers a deeper understanding of the ecological vision portrayed 

in ‘The Hungry Tide’. 

Analysis 

The Sundarbans as a Living Ecosystem 

In ‘The Hungry Tide’, Amitav Ghosh presents the Sundarbans as much more than the setting of 

the novel. It is shown as a living ecosystem where rivers, forests, animals, tides, and human 

beings are connected with each other. The Sundarbans has its own power and identity, and the 

lives of people living there depend completely on nature. The changing tides, strong rivers, dense 

mangrove forests, and dangerous wildlife make the region both beautiful and unpredictable. 

Author describes these natural features in detail so that readers understand that nature cannot be 

separated from human life. 

The Sundarbans is one of the most unique ecological regions in the world. The land is constantly 

changing because of the movement of rivers and tides. Islands disappear, new islands are formed, 
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and people have to adjust their lives according to these natural changes. This shows that nature is 

always active and that human beings cannot fully control. Unlike modern cities where people try 

to dominate nature, life in the Sundarbans depends on the power of the natural world. 

The novel also shows the rich biodiversity of the Sundarbans . Animals such as the Royal Bengal 

tiger, crocodiles, snakes, birds, and the Irrawaddy dolphin are important parts of the ecosystem. 

They are not shown as enemies of humans. They are living beings and have the right to live. 

Ghosh reminds readers that every species has a role in keeping nature balanced. If one part of the 

ecosystem is disturbed, the whole environment is affected. 

Water also plays an important role in the novel. Rivers and tides decide the daily life of the 

people living in the Sundarbans. Fishermen depend on the rivers for their livelihood, while 

sudden storms and changing tides often put their lives in danger. Ghosh shows that nature is both 

generous and powerful. It provides food and shelter but also reminds humans that they are only 

one small part of a much larger ecological system. 

By showing the Sundarbans as a living ecosystem, Ghosh asks readers to think beyond a human-

centered view of the world. Nature is not just a background for human life. It plays an active role 

in the novel and affects everything that happens. This idea is an important part of the novel and 

shows that humans and nature should live together with respect. 

Human and Nature: A Relationship of Interdependent  

One of the central ideas in ‘The Hungry Tide’ is that humans and nature are closely connected. 

Ghosh shows that people living in the Sundarbans cannot survive without understanding the 

natural environment. Their lives, occupations, traditions, and daily routines are influenced by 

rivers, forests, tides, and wildlife.  

In the novel the character of Fokir represents this close relationship with nature. As a local 

fisherman, he understands the rivers, tides, and animals through experience than formal 

education. His knowledge comes from living in the Sundarbans since childhood. He knows how 

to travel safely through dangerous waters, where dolphins can be found, and how weather 

conditions affect the movement of the river. His understanding of nature shows that traditional 

knowledge is also important and should be respected. 

Piya, on the other hand, represents scientific knowledge. She comes to the Sundarbans to study 

the Irrawaddy dolphin through research and observation. At first, she depends mainly on science, 

but as the story moves forward, she realizes that Fokir's practical knowledge is equally 

important. Their relationship shows that scientific knowledge and practical knowledge and the 

experience of both can work together for the protection of nature. Author does not suggest that 

one form of knowledge is better than the other. Instead, he says that both are necessary for 

understanding complex ecosystems like the Sundarbans. 
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Kanai provides another perspective in the novel. Through his visit to the Sundarbans and his 

reading of Nirmal's diary, he slowly begins to understand the difficulties faced by the local 

people. He realizes that people in the Sundarbans lives with nature's changes. This experience 

changes his understanding of both nature and human existence. 

Through these characters, Ghosh shows that humans and nature must live together. Human 

beings cannot live separately from nature, nor they can dominate it completely. The novel 

encourages readers to respect the environment and recognize that every form of life is connected 

with nature. This message is especially relevant today, when environmental degradation and 

climate change have become serious global concerns. 

Beyond the Human: Animals and Non-Human Perspectives  

The title of this research paper, "Beyond the Human," is reflected throughout ‘The Hungry Tide’. 

Amitav Ghosh shows that humans are not the only important beings in the world. Animals, 

rivers, forests, and tides are also important and have their own value and influence. The novel 

shows nature as a living part of life, not just something for people to use. 

Animals play an important role in the novel. The Royal Bengal tiger is one of the strongest 

symbols of the Sundarbans. It represents the power of nature. Other examples in the novel, such 

as Piya's search for the Irrawaddy dolphin and the presence of crocodiles and snakes in the 

waterways, also show that the Sundarbans is a living world of many species. The tiger lives by 

its natural habits and stays in its own home in the forest. This shows that animals are not to 

blame for problems with humans. Many of these problems happen because people disturb nature 

and destroy the places where animals live. 

The Irrawaddy dolphin also has an important place in the novel. Piya travels to the Sundarbans to 

study this rare species. Her research shows the importance of protecting endangered animals and 

preserving biodiversity. As she spends time in the Sundarbans, she understands that animals are 

not just objects of scientific research. They are living beings with their own place in nature. Her 

respect for wildlife grows, and this shows the novel's ecological message. 

Writer also gives importance to non-human things such as rivers, tides, storms, and forests. 

These natural elements influence the lives of every character. These non-human things cannot be 

controlled by human power or technology. As cyclone at the end of the novel clearly shows the 

strength of nature. It changes the lives of the characters and reminds readers that human beings 

are only a small part of the natural world. 

Through these examples, writer challenges the idea that humans are superior to all other forms of 

life. He encourages readers to understand that every living being has value and that humans 

should respect the rights of other species. This is the central idea of "beyond the human." 

Environmental Crisis and Conservation 



TLL Volume II Issue III  ISSN (O) 3108-2416 

507 | P a g e  
 

Another important theme in ‘The Hungry Tide’ is environmental conservation. While the novel 

celebrates the beauty of the Sundarbans, it also shows the many environmental and social 

problems faced by the region is because of the environmental crisis. Floods, cyclones, rising sea 

levels, loss of forests, deforestation and conflicts between humans and animals create difficulties 

for both nature and the humans to live there.  

 

The novel also talks about the conflict between wildlife conservation and human survival. The 

government protects endangered animals such as the Royal Bengal tiger, but local people 

sometimes suffer because these animals attack their lives or even their family members. writer 

does not present this issue as a simple struggle between good and bad. Instead, he shows that 

both wildlife and human communities deserve protection. This makes the environmental issues 

in the novel more realistic and balanced. 

The Morichjhapi incident is another important thing in the novel. It shows how poor people 

becomes victims of political decisions and environmental policies. Through this historical event, 

author raises questions about justice and the relationship between development and conservation. 

He says that protecting the environment should also respect the lives and needs of local people. 

This novel encourages readers to think about sustainable living. It reminds us that protecting 

forests, rivers, and wildlife is necessary for the future of both nature and humanity. Writer 

believes that humans should work with nature instead of exploiting it for a short-term benefit. 

His message is important and meaningful today because many parts of the world are facing 

environmental challenges caused by climate change and human activities. 

Ecological Message of the novel ‘The Hungry Tide’ 

The ecological message of ‘The Hungry Tide’ is that humans and nature depend on each other. 

The novel shows that no living being can survive in isolation and that every part of the 

ecosystem matters. Rivers, forests, animals, birds, and human beings are all connected to each 

other in maintaining ecological balance between them. 

Amitav Ghosh also shows that knowledge can come from different sources. Scientific research, 

represented by Piya, and traditional knowledge, represented by Fokir, are both valuable. When 

these two forms of knowledge are respected equally, they can help in protect the environment 

more effectively. So, the novel tells us that we should working together instead of fighting with 

each other. 

Another important message after reading the novel is that humans should not try to control 

nature. In modern society peoples often try to control nature as a resource to be controlled and 

used for their own benefits. ‘The Hungry Tide’ challenges this idea by showing that nature has its 

own power and cannot be fully controlled by humans. So, Respecting, understanding, and 

interdependence are the best ways to build  healthy relationship with the environment. 
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Finally, the novel encourages readers to become more aware of the environment and its issues. It 

reminds us that protecting nature is not only the job of governments or scientists but also of 

common person. Through the characters and the beautiful Sundarbans, ‘The Hungry Tide’ 

teaches readers to respect all forms of life and understand that the future of humanity can be 

saved by depending on protecting the natural world. 

 

Conclusion 

This research paper has examined Amitav Ghosh's ‘The Hungry Tide’ through the lens of 

ecocriticism to explore how the novel represents the ecology of the Sundarbans beyond a human-

centered perspective. This study demonstrates that the Sundarbans is not just merely the setting 

of the novel but a dynamic and living ecosystem in which humans, animals, rivers, forests, and 

tides are closely interconnected and interdependent on each other. Ghosh presents nature as an 

active force that shapes human life and emphasizes that human survival depends upon 

maintaining harmony with the natural world rather than attempting to disturb it. 

This analysis shows that the novel challenges human centered thinking by presenting both 

human and non-human life as equally significant within the ecological system. Through the 

characters of Piya, Fokir, and Kanai,etc Ghosh highlights different ways of understanding nature 

and suggests that scientific knowledge and indigenous ecological wisdom are both important for 

protecting the environment. The novel also gives importance to non-human beings, particularly 

the Royal Bengal tiger and the Irrawaddy dolphin, it emphasizing that every species has an 

essential role in maintaining ecological balance. 

The study further reveals that environmental issues in ‘The Hungry Tide’ are closely connected 

with questions of displacement, livelihood, social justice, and human survival. Ghosh illustrates 

that ecological conservation cannot be separated from the lives of the people who depend upon 

nature. His detailed portrayal of the Sundarbans demonstrates the complex relationship between 

environmental sustainability and socio-political realities. 

Overall, ‘The Hungry Tide’ is more than a novel about the Sundarbans; it is a powerful reflection 

on the interconnectedness of humans and the natural world. By moving beyond a human-

centered perspective, Amitav Ghosh encourages readers to recognize the value of all forms of 

life and the importance of ecological responsibility. The novel remains highly relevant in the 

twenty-first century, as it gives message of environmental awareness, interdependence, 

interconnectedness, and sustainability helps us understand present ecological problems. Through 

its ecological vision, ‘The Hungry Tide’ reminds us that the protecting nature is essential for the 

survival of human and non-human for the well-being of both present and future generations. 

The novel remains highly relevant today because of the message of environmental responsibility 

that is important in a world facing climate change and ecological crises in current times.  



TLL Volume II Issue III  ISSN (O) 3108-2416 

509 | P a g e  
 

 

References  

Buell, Lawrence. ‘The Environmental Imagination: Thoreau, Nature Writing, and the Formation 

of American Culture’. Harvard University Press, 1995. 

 

Garrard, Greg. ‘Ecocriticism’. 2nd ed., Routledge, 2012. 

Ghosh, Amitav. ‘The Hungry Tide’. HarperCollins Publishers India, 2004. 

Glotfelty, Cheryll, and Harold Fromm, editors. ‘The Ecocriticism Reader: Landmarks in Literary 

Ecology’. University of Georgia Press, 1996. 

Heise, Ursula K. ‘Sense of Place and Sense of Planet: The Environmental Imagination of the 

Global’. Oxford University Press, 2008. 

Huggan, Graham, and Helen Tiffin. ‘Postcolonial Ecocriticism: Literature, Animals, 

Environment’. 2nd ed., Routledge, 2015. 


